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Houston, TX

Facilitated by

Cathy C. Courtney, MPH, Health Care For All TX; Rita Valenti, RN, Healthcare-NOW!-Georgia; Kali Blount, RN, FloridaWorks & Alachua County Labor Party
In Attendance

People from VA (2), FL (3), GA (2), LA (1), KY (2), MO (2), TN (2), TX (26)
8 out of the 16 southern states including southwest present

Goals

1. Discuss what factors influence & impede single-payer organizing in the south

2. What are successful strategies or tactics for overcoming the contradictions in the south to build our group & movement 

Notes

Let’s be clear: DON’T create a false dichotomy. National Health Insurance-Universal Health Care-Single Payer (“SP”) activists are pretty much the same, facing the same BIG problems every in the USA: classism, racism, sexism, materialism, lack of people power, & time & resources; It’s the constituents that are a li-ttle different Out of the 12 original Confederate states & 4 southwest territories, for example, 8 southern states out of 16 "south" are represented at this nat’l conference.
Factors that impede single-payer organizing in the South:
· DEMOGRAPHICS – lower socioeconomic statuses, poverty
· Religiosity – mega-churches! Prosperity Religion (or buying our way into heaven?); There are more fundamentalist Christians & Jews
· The south has LOWER EDUCATION LEVELS, less library use, less home computers.
· Attitudes & Values have historic origins – Spanish & French formed a white aristocracy, with plantations & black slaves. There was no FREE working class. Native Americans were forced away & black slaves were easiest to control & their PROFITABILITY determined a “slave mentality” or colonialism accepted; the mindset influenced generations of families. Some contend that many southerners are NOT yet over The Civil War! Confederacy, then Reconstruction, the years of Yankee looting & carpetbaggers, fed govt corruption vs states rights, Jim Crow laws, DISenfranchised southerners – these narratives run deep in southern consciousness. As Molly Ivins observed, “All Southern liberals come from the same starting point -- RACE. Once you figure out they’re lying to you about race, you start to question everything.”
· The Lack of UNIONS (important to health & safety advocacy); Post WWII years, CIO bashing, then states hustled “right-to-work” legislation has resulted in the south being LOW wage, low benefits, low employer based health insurance, low public sector states.
· By 1965, have Medicare & Medicaid act, the Voting Rights Act & all the fed vs state legislative struggles therein, (& President LBJ twisting more than arms in Congress as he predicted that the south would lose Democrats for decades afterwards) has resulted in state chauvinism & super-nationalist pride, patriarchy, white supremacy; Capitalism reigns in the south, $$ just doesn’t talk here, it screams!
· There is far less documented social justice philanthropy. 
· Anti-immigrant hostilities & resistance to including them in tax supported programs (harsher sentiments & now there are harsh laws in border states)
· The Isolation of rural communities & lack of public transportation is a major factor that affects the conservative south. Gallup Poll data over the past few years reports that Five of the top 10 “Self-identified VERY Conservative” states are southern. Years of election poll tax & barriers to people of color voting influence low voter participation. Anti-government, ANGRY white males have some issues of entitlement.
· References: See PNHP website (Dr. Garret Adams speech on southern organizing), Project South, Deep Southern oligarchy explained in Colin Woodard's book American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America).;  SCLC, US Social Forum, & HCN+
Factors that influence single-payer organizing in the South
· However, on the other hand of history, the civil rights movement grew out of the south. (With a nod to Presidential politics, quoting Molly Ivins, “In Texas, we do not hold high expectations for the [governor's] office; it's mostly been occupied by crooks, dorks and the comatose.”)
· Texas - Since 1980, various public health committees, academic-public health consortiums, and committees studying the uninsured have been organized in Texas.

· We had a 1984 Reagan Ranch with occupied Tent City here in Houston & speak outs with health care horror stories. Jobs With Justice campaign had the 1st guaranteed health insurance rally here.

· Justice for Janitors, National Nurses United & SEIU have raised the issues but it wasn’t until 2002 that a solely SINGLE PAYER group, HCFAT, was formed by doctors & health professionals with PNHP as the parent group. They couldn’t even use the term single payer then. Universal health care was radical enough. Key historical events are described on the HCFAT.org website. Highlights of successful strategies include: 

1) Use internet-based communication; quickly respond & counter misinformation & propaganda in the media; Use website; Facebook, E-blasts. Media messages, PSA, get radio & TV interviews; CafePress & product messaging. Houston is lucky to have Pacifica affiliate KPFT radio & Harris County Green Party Greenwatch TV public TV show always being the voice of democracy & connecting the issues. 1st real database started in summer08 with 157 & December31,2011= 3,000+ SP supporters. 
2)Use the excellent instruction of the Win-Win for healthier cities campaign. Grew Houston group, added a listserv, started with 17 faithful to now 82 regulars. Use the terrific Online Health insurance “Calculator” - useful to show folks how much $$ they’d save with single payer. 
(3) Partnering w/ allies is important (when you’re few in number). The south appeals more to moral & ethical burdens & faith-based orgs. Houston held first Faithful Reform Conference for Single Payer in TX. Outreach to >700 religious orgs, garnered  21 church/synagogue reps. Participate in Town Halls, solicit petitions, seek HR676 endorsements; Use bi-lingual speakers to do outreach to Black & Hispanic churches and health fairs. 
· The south probably partners more with academic, public health physicians & professional orgs rather than resisting private practitioners, organize Grand Rounds & speakers.  Can’t be picky, partner w/ Dem Clubs, Rebuild the Dream, MoveOn, women’s groups, charity clinics, reproductive rights, peace, justice, workers, GLBT (Houston has the first openly gay Mayor & as individuals we’ll work Council campaigns & grooming candidates with our debate messages)
· October 6th in Houston – the Occupy Wall Street movement has provided a burst of energy and a new forum for talking about corporate greed & ending profit-making health insurance pirates.  It’s not possible to map out a plausible path toward a green, sustainable future without directly challenging corporate power.
(4) Engage cultural workers, music, art, & political theatre to further our message. We hosted “Mark Twain” actor, for example, for a spoken word fundraiser & reached a lot of new supporters who wouldn’t otherwise go to a political event.  Re-framing & creative messaging is a useful tool in our social change tactics.
As Margaret Mead advised, Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.
The new south, the younger south, IS enlarging the civil rights movement of our time!
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