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Healthcare - NOW!

December 10, 2012

Dear ________________________________________:

President Obama and House Republicans are looking to avoid the “fiscal cliff”  with a so-called grand bargain that threatens Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security.  President Obama even proposed cutting Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security by $650 billion and raising Medicare’s eligibility age to 67.
I am asking that you do NOT vote to cut Medicare in any way, such as by raising its eligibility age from 65, and do NOT vote to cut Medicaid.
Instead, pass improved Medicare-for-all (HR 676, S 915) in order to create a truly universal healthcare system that will also reduce the deficit and save Americans $500 billion a year on healthcare costs.

I am also asking that you do NOT vote to cut Social Security or raise the retirement age.
Instead, save the system by removing the $110,000 income cap on high-earners paying into Social Security.

I agree that rising healthcare costs are a serious problem, but cutting Medicare and Medicaid won't help.

Healthcare costs per capita in the United States are the highest in the world. These high costs are due in large part to the use of a fragmented multi-payer (multiple insurance plans) model with associated high administrative costs.

One-third of our healthcare dollars are used for administration rather than direct patient care.

Administrative costs include developing and marketing plans, determining eligibility for the various plans, and then processing the claims for the various plans which each have different rules.

Contrast this with the relatively streamlined administrative cost of Medicare which is less than 3 percent.

I, as your constituent, want to remind you that the way to control healthcare costs, and guarantee healthcare to seniors, people with disabilities, veterans, and everyone in the US, is through improved Medicare for all.  This will ensure healthcare as a right to everyone, and allow us to create a sustainable healthcare system that controls costs.
Medicare is the solution – not the problem.
Sincerely,

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sign

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: info@healthcare-now.org

      Website: www.healthcare-now.org
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